We are listening to you. We have used the comments from the surveys we sent you to make improvements in many areas of our society. One of the most pressing issues is the quality of science. Researchers need to know that AACC International is the best place to present and publish their work. Industry needs to perceive AACC International as the place to acquire new knowledge and interact with the best experts in cereal science.
Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor, I was interested in your [environmental engineering] article in the recent May/June issue of Cereal Foods World, particularly because I saw the Sun Oven which we have investigated in the past.
In any case, you mentioned that the solar system at Frito-Lay can generate 350,000 kWH of electricity. Normally one would state electrical capacity in kW, not kWh as one hence needs a divisor of time (i.e., I suspect you meant to say kWH/year) to accurately describe the capacity. So if this is for a one year period with an average of 250 sunny days per year for an average of 8 hours of good sun (no idea), that means 350,000 kWh/2000 hrs = 175 kW of average electrical supply when working. This figure would then mean something to a plant engineer or operations manager who could then say that this would provide sufficient capacity for lighting, auxiliary power, forklift charging, etc.
Anyhow, just thought this might be of interest to you as your article was to me.
Regards, Roy Loepp Seaboard Overseas Group n n n Response Dear Roy, Thank you for the feedback regarding my article. You are right about the figure being a bit confusing. I have clarified the information with the people at Frito-Lay and they confirmed that the most recent system that they installed at their Arizona Service Center in Phoneix, AZ, is capable of producing 350,000 kWH per year. Thank you for pointing this out.
Sincerely, Matt Hudson
Cereal Foods World
